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plan isn't different
continued tram U

drugs, including some for ill-

sarily related to an asbestos-
related disease."

But the changes make
Chalmers and many others
suspicious. People began

pay 1181, aiinouHIl lie aaiu mi
trouble breathing seems to
drive up his blood pressure.

Frank Fahland, a pharma-
cist at Libby Drug, said he
didn't see any blood-pres-
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nesses not related to
asbestos. suspicious, rcuyic L».Bu..

Chalmers' blood-pressure finding out about changes in
medications appear to be their drug coverage about
among those now on the no- the same time they found out
pay list, although he said his that the federal government

ui-1 »!.!_„ „„„„„ ,„ is intervening in W.R. Grace
and Co.'s Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy filing, contending the
company may have trans-

didn't see any blood-pres- 'erred money into spin-off
sure medications on the new companies to avoid liability
formulary he received & asbestos-related damage
Wednesday. Inhalers often claims,
needed by people whose "They probably figure
breathing is restricted, and that the government will win
antibiotics to treat infections their case against them, so
like pneumonia were on the they're not going to pay any
list, he said. more than they have to,"

Until last week, Fahland Chalmers said. He said he
said, the Grace plan was wouldn't be surprised if the
"covering damn near every- company dropped the med-
thing under the sun." ical plan altogether.

On Wednesday, he said, Stringer said there are no
five or six people left the Pi*™ to cut, cap or drop the
pharmacy without their pre- medical plan, and money is
scriptions because their not the issue,
drugs were no longer cov- "We were committed to it
ered, and they couldn't pay. two years ago, and we are
Another man who usually "i11 committed to it today,"
gets four prescriptions left he said. "All that's happening
with only one. right now is nothing differ-

Alan Stringer, a former ent than what any insurance
mine operator who is now company would do."
Grace's representative in Dr- Steven Cardos,
Libby said nothing about the founder and chief executive
plan itself is any different: officer of HNA, said there
He said it was always intend- has been "absolutely. 100
ed to cover asbestos-related percent, no change" to the
medical care and prescrip- rul«" for admission to the
tion drugs, and it still does. Grace medical plan.
But Grace has asked the plan But after looking over
administrator, Health Net- many applications, he said,
work America, to audit past "we began to realize that
applications and begin there may be patients diag-
screening new applications nosed with a disease who
and claims, something never don't have it."
done before. HNA has asked Dr. Paul

"We want this program to Wheeler, a radiologist with
take care of people who have Johns Hopkins Hospital in
an asbestos-related issue," Baltimore, to help review the

- • j—•- chest x-ravs of people admit-
Baiumurt;, iw ircip A« ,T*W. . ..—
chest x-rays of people admit
ted or applying to the plan.

Wheeler, who has been
reviewing chest X-rays for
signs of disease for more
than 30 years, said he has \ •
testified for large corpora- ;
tions in asbestos lawsuits but •
doesn't recall ever testifying;!

•"''We probably should have for Grace. He said plaintiffs .1
been a little more sensitive of in asbestos suits have simply i
^lt,"Stirmger%aid:"RegardrV "evercome;tO'hto.> -;•;: i ;

less of that fai^t; there: were ' . Stringer said Grace had ..
medications that were being nothing to dp with' choosing fc;£
paid for that weren't neces- Wheeler. '*' Jj£:.

-
Stringer said. "We don't
want this program taking
care of people who don't."

Stringer said he regrets
that Grace and HNA did not
let people know beforehand
that they might see some
changes; in what is covered
and what is not.

('We probably should have
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